CIVIL AFFAIRS -VANGUARD FOR THE EMERGING ARMY RESERVE PROFESSION
No man ever reached to excellence in any one art or profession without having passed through the slow and painful process of study and preparation.
-Horace Ancient Roman Poet, 65 BC-8 BC The purpose of these CA forces is to "provide the military commander with expertise on the civil component of the operational environment." 3 The five core tasks of CA operations are populace and resource control (PRC), foreign humanitarian assistance (FHA), civil information management (CIM), nation assistance (NA), and support to civil administration (SCA). 4 In describing its uniqueness, and hence the basis 6 The proponency for Civil Affairs resides within U.S. Special Operations Command. These facts are integral to the analysis of the USAR Civil Affairs branch as a profession.
Study of the Profession
In order to assess the status of the USAR Civil Affairs officer as part of the military profession, one must first define the term profession. The U.S. Army considers itself as a profession:
The purpose of any profession is to serve society by effectively delivering a necessary and useful specialized service. To fulfill those societal needs, professions -such as medicine, law, the clergy, and the military -develop and maintain distinct bodies of specialized knowledge and impart expertise through formal, theoretical, and practical education. Rigorous study on the subject has occurred both within and from outside the military. necessarily to take action on it. Another jurisdiction, advisory, occurs when a profession has an "advisory control over certain aspects of the work." 18 If holding distinct jurisdiction is a requirement for determination as a profession, the question regarding USAR Civil Affairs "is there a domain within which it can claim jurisdiction"?
There is ample evidence that supports USAR Civil Affairs having full jurisdiction.
Department of the Army Pamphlet (DA PAM) 600-3 states:
Employment of civilian core competencies by the CA Functional Specialist, found exclusively in the USAR, enables the force to assess, monitor, protect, reinforce, establish, and transition political, economic, social, and cultural institutions, and capabilities to achieve U.S. national goals and objectives at the strategic, operational, and tactical levels of operations.
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The exclusive residing of functional specialists in the USAR, as opposed to other components, branches, and services, greatly strengthens the claim for jurisdiction.
Likewise, the 2004 National Military Strategy emphasizes full spectrum domination - His operations "were more civic than military" in nature and resulted in "winning the good will of the local residents," thus enabling him to meet his strategic objectives. 31 In the Civil War, Union troops were compelled to manage the large number of displaced Today, USAR Civil Affairs forces are integral to coalition efforts to counter insurgencies in Iraq and Afghanistan as they work with indigenous police forces to establish security.
Furthermore, they are assisting local governments to institute good governance, to establish the rule of law, and to promote economic restoration.
Is the execution of USAR Civil Affairs essential to the functioning of society?
Based on its history, the answer is "Yes." Military conflict has, and will for the near future, involve the civilian populace. As long at the civilians are affected, or can influence the battle, there will be a role for civil affairs forces. CA operations are prevalent from peace through war. An army's role in safeguarding society is unambiguous. CA forces contribute to the safeguarding of local societies on numerous levels. Through their participation, they contribute to the U.S. military profession's management of violence -essential in safeguarding U.S. society.
Lastly, society does -albeit begrudgingly -accept the USAR Civil Affairs' role.
As Nadia Schadlow points out in her essay, War and the Art of Governance, "…governance operations clash with traditional notions of the "military profession"…" an Operational Force, acknowledges that the RC provides operational capabilities, and as such, requires greater integration with the AC. 39 In addition to dismissing the outdated idea that the RC is a lesser readiness priority than the AC, the directive purports that the RC officer's military career is not, nor should it be, considered subservient to his civilian career. The growing identity as an USAR Civil Affairs officer professional is demonstrated in the voluntary overtime to their unit and in the multiple deployments required. 40 However, authorities must make improvements to the acquisition of the right officers and provide incentives to retain them.
Expertise. The USAR Civil Affairs officer corps, as a whole, possesses the required expertise. However, the required expertise across individuals and units is uneven. Huntington described the professional man as "…an expert with specialized 14 knowledge and skill in a significant field of human endeavor" and "…capable of general application irrespective of time and place." 41 In defining expertise with respect to the military officer, Richard A. Lacquement Jr., author of Army Professional Expertise and Jurisdictions, states:
The peculiar skill of the military officer is the development, operation, and leadership, of a human organization, a profession, whose primary expertise is the application of coercive force on behalf of the American people; for the Army officer such development, operation, and leadership occurs incident to sustaining America's dominance in land warfare. 42 One may find it peculiar for Civil Affairs to be associated with the application of a coercive force, but military civil affairs is simply a logical extension of Huntington's management of violence. Although CA operations contribute to operations that are coercive, the five core tasks of civil affairs operations are not directly coercive in nature.
However, "combat operations and governance operations are both integral to war and occur in tandem." 43 In fact, military professionalism may drift further away from the traditional view of the application of force and "we shall be obliged to redesign our militaries in future, and the likely configuration of the redesign would seem to be one that places a greater stress upon cooperative civil-military interaction." 44 
